70                     JEWELRY & ENAMELING

CLEANING, POLISHING, AND COLORING

Cleaning, polishing, and coloring play a distinct part in the
creation of a piece of jewelry. Cleaning is the basis of a good
finish since no amount of coloring or polishing will cover up or
remove scratches or excess solder. Coloring darkens the metal
and takes away the harsh metallic look of the polished metal.
Polishing creates highlights and gradations of tone and gives depth
to the recessed parts.

CLEANING

Cleaning removes the fire coat, excess solder, scratches, and oil,
and prepares the article for final polishing and coloring. Since
the success of these two processes is dependent upon the thorough-
ness of the cleaning, care should be taken to have every part free
of dirt and blemish.

Tools                    Pickle of sulphuric acid for silver, gold, or

and                           copper

Working               Pickle of nitric acid for gold

Materials               Copper pickle pan for sulphuric acid

Porcelain pan for nitric acid

Copper tongs

File or scraper

Scotch stone

Fine pumice powder and oil

PROCESSES

Pickling                Clean the metal in pidde.

p. 22                     Remove the metal from the pickle with copper

tongs.
Washing               Wash thoroughly in cold water.